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Building layouts the
way the web 1ntended

By Chen Huli Jing / @hj_c
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Screens, screens, screens
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Layout technique: float

Item A Item B Item C gt S0 REQH
; float: left;

: width: calc(100% / 3);
B
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Layout technique: 1nline-block

Item A Item B Item C | 1n}1neblocl.<_%tem {
; display: 1inline-block;

width: calc(100% / 3);
}
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The parent-child relationship

Flex/Grid container

Flex/Grid item  Flex/Grid item  Flex/Grid item
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Layout technique: flex

Flex items are also g e
fAex children All direct children of the flex | [RAESIAINR
container become flex children | | [ESESIECIENEEIY

5

A flex| Another
item | flexitem
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Flex formatting context
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Flexbox devtools

i : (w {3 Inspector Console [© Debugger » @D @ g e X
BN S O S A o5 N T T O L N Y I S B T S T S 5 G R G G | QSearchHTML + /

[ am an item!l am an item.] am an item.[ =~

' ' " <IDOCTYPE html>
' 94.45 x 22.5 | Flex ltem <html lang="en"> event
P <head> ' </head>
wv <body class="vsc-initialized">
wv<div class="container'>

<p class="1tem">I am an item.</p>
<p class="item">I am an item.</p>
<p class="item">I am an 1item.</p>
</div>
</body>
</html>

html > body.vsc-initialized > div.container > p.item

[« Rules Layout Computed Changes Compatibility Fonts  Animations

v Flex Iltem of div.container

< p.item % o

basis/final |

Content Size 94.45px

Final Size 94.45px

v Grid
CSS Grid is not in use on this page

v Box Model
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The flex property

Flex grow Flex basis

flex: 0 1 auto;

Flex shrink
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S1zing 1n flexbox

View demo
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Flex directions

. Cross Axis

View demo
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No actual grid
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Real two-dimensional awareness
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Layout technique: grid

Item A Item B Item C | gr%d { ,
; display: grid;
§ grid-template-columns: 1fr
¥ 1fr 1fr;
§ grid-template-rows: 200px
N 200px;
Item D Item E Item F }
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A better way of building grids

View demo
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The magic sauce

No, just kidding. It's just that alignment really ties it all together.
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Box alignment properties

Property Axis Aligns Applies to
justify-content main/inline contentwithin element block contai a
(effectively adjusts padding) R EELAIELS, S8
containers and grid
align-content cross/block RODLRLRETS
Justify-items T s items inside box block Fontainers and grid
(controls child items) contaliners
align-1tems cross/block ﬂex-c?ntamers el ol
containers
block-level boxes,
justify-self inline element within parent g absolutely-positioned
(effectively adjusts margins) 4_’-‘_’ boxes and grid items
. absolutely-positioned
align-self cross/block 5 . boxes, flex items and

grid
1tems Y
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Can we put it all together?

View demo
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