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Inspired by Jen Simmon's tweet
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WRITING SYSTEMS

RHTER

Chinese

Writing Directions of the World

. Left-to-right (top-to-bottom)

. Right-to-left (top-to-bottom)
Top-to-bottom (right-to-left)

B Both RTL and LTR

B Both TTB and LTR



CHINESE CHARACTERS AND LAYOUT

Traditionally runs from top-to-bottom, right-to-left

2 types of glyphs, traditional and simplified
R /A versus FECHAA

Horizontal layouts are commonplace now though



FONT GLASSIFICATIONS - SONGTI

Sort of (but not really) the serif of Chinese fonts

MingLiU, SimSun



FONT CLASSIFICATIONS - HEITI
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Sort of (but not really) the sans-serif of Chinese fonts

Microsott ThengHei, Microsoit YaHei, SimHei, PingFang



FONT CLASSIFICATIONS - KAIT
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Probably can think of this as a script font

DFKai-SB, KaiTi (SimKai), BiauKai



FONT CLASSIFICATIONS - YUANT!
—
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Equivalent to rounded sans-serif fonts

YuanTi, doesn't seem to be a Windows default



FONT CLASSIFICATIONS - FANGSONG
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Has slanted horizontal strokes, unlike SongTi

FangSong, STFangSong



FONT GLASSIFICATIONS - MEISHUTI
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All kinds of tancy display fonts
OSX has more of those included by default



USING CHINESE FONTS

Typical Chinese font family has at least 20,000 glyphs
System fonts are still the most practical option
2 webfont services available: JustFont and YouZiKu

Declare your target English fonts first


https://www.justfont.com/
http://www.youziku.com/
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BASIC TERMINOLOGY (2/2)
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text-orientation (1/2)
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text-combine-upright
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TYPOGRAPHY SUGGESTIONY

Use and declare the correct font-family

Malke sure the font-size is large enough
Set line-height for sufficient breathing room
Use text-align: justify

Keep lines to around 30-40 characters

Set a margin-bottom for the p element



TO FIND OUT MORE...

Online Vertical Layout

CSS Writing Modes Level 3
Requirements for Chinese Text Layout
writing-mode on MDN

Best Practices for Chinese Layout

pESTNE e



http://www.louis-chor.ca/ovltext.htm
https://drafts.csswg.org/css-writing-modes-3/
https://www.w3.org/TR/clreq/#characters_and_the_principles_of_setting_them_for_chinese_composition
https://developer.mozilla.org/en/docs/Web/CSS/writing-mode
https://medium.com/@bobtung/best-practice-in-chinese-layout-f933aff1728f#.yrd09wz1h
https://hanzi.pro/manual/
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